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criticisms, friendly or adverse, as we do on Janet, they
would never again indulge in that most reprehensible habit
of discussing children as if they were not there.
John is very different and as he is now ten it is impossible
to say what part environment, what temperament played.
He is sexual in his interests and has been expelled from one
school on this account; he is sulky and not by any means
truthful. His present teacher has found two ways of
approach—he loves organizing the younger children's
lunch and he will make concentrated efforts to build a
railway. He reacted to suggestions of reading and writing
with a sulky ' No' and showed no desire to surpass the
younger children who all read quite fluently. But now
he has to keep a list of people who have milk, and writing
and reading have become necessary to him. In the happier
and more natural surroundings of his present home school
he masturbates less and has only been known to do so
on occasions when, unfortunately, he was not supplied
with work interesting to him or when a relation came to see
him who had been responsible for a distinctly severe treat-
ment of his faults.
Philip is fourteen, always in trouble at home for Ms lack
of consideration to others, the centre of the boys' admiration
at school for his capacity to act, his friendliness and his
fearless criticism of masters and their ways, masters who
declare he is a confounded nuisance.
He is a typical example of the child with a great love
for power and desire for approval. He has unselfish parents
and elder brothers and the effort to live up to their rather
high standards has in all probability been too great for
him—in a more selfish family he might have done better.
But at school he can get approval more easily and that
satisfies him. He is extremely able and he uses his ability
to gain that admiration from schoolfellows that is almost
always given to any one who makes those in authority look
absurd.

